INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
matter. It means, in teaching, that interest in any idea
or fact can be obtained if that idea can be seen to fit in with
an already organized body of knowledge, to modify and
illuminate that body of knowledge and make it hang
together better. For example, a boy with a considerable
acquaintance with birds* eggs would have, as we say, an
active apperception-mass of ideas concerning them- If he
were told that seagulls' eggs are very unequal at the two
ends so that they will not roll far, but only in a small circle,
and thus do not fall off ledges, this new idea would certainly
arouse actively a lot of his " birds' egg " apperception-mass,
and its acceptance or rejection would depend upon its con-
gruity with what he already knew. And if accepted, the
new idea would alter the flavour of many familiar facts
about eggs.
I should say as a precaution, and incidentally as another
example, that I do not know whether the egg theory is
valid or not. When first propounded to me on the Fame
Islands by a companion, it fitted in well enough with what
little I knew about birds* eggs, and seemed not to be antago-
nistic to my natural-selection apperception-mass also, since
it appeared likely enough that seagulls laying spherical eggs
on rocky ledgos would leave few offspring.
The famous " Formal Steps," which according to Her-
bartian doctrine ought to be found in a lesson or teaching
unit, were based largely on this idea of apperception. The
first task of the teacher, in the preparation step, was to
recall and refresh that apperception-mass which was likely
to welcome and assimilate the new material, which was
then presented in the second stage of the lesson, the presen-
tatior,. (The names are English translations of German
terms—presumably terms coined by disciples, for the names
used by Herbart are distinctly different.) Then oppor-
tunity and encouragement and assistance were given, in
the third or association stage, to the process of bringing the
new material into comparison and contrast with all the
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